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*Rand article from wiki 


Film theory : seeks to develop concise and systematic concepts that apply to the study of 
film as art. The concept of film as an art-form began in 1911 with Ricciotto Canudos The 
Birth of the Sixth Art. Formalist film theory, led by Rudolf Arnheim, Béla Balazs, and 
Siegfried Kracauer, emphasized how film differed from reality and thus could be considered 
a valid fine art. André Bazin reacted against this theory by arguing that films artistic 
essence lay in its ability to mechanically reproduce reality, not in its differences from 
reality, and this gave rise to realist theory. More recent analysis spurred by Jacques Lacans 
psychoanalysis and Ferdinand de Saussures semiotics among other things has given rise to 
psychoanalytic film theory, structuralist film theory, feminist film theory, and others. On the 
other hand, critics from the analytical philosophy tradition, influenced by Wittgenstein, try 
to clarify misconceptions used in theoretical studies and produce analysis of a films 
vocabulary and its link to a form of life. 


Film criticism Main article: Film criticism If a movie can illuminate the lives of other people 
who share this planet with us and show us not only how different they are but, how even so, 
they share the same dreams and hurts, then it deserves to be called great. The first public 
screenings of films at which admission was charged were made in 1895 by the American 
Woodville Latham and his sons, using films produced by their Eidoloscope company,2 and 
by the - arguably better known - French brothers Auguste and Louis Lumiére with ten of 
their own productions.citation needed Private screenings had preceded these by several 
months, with Lathams slightly predating the Lumière brothers.citation needed 


Any film may also have a sequel, which portrays events following those in the film. Bride of 
Frankenstein is an early example. When there are more films than one with the same 
characters, story arcs, or subject themes, these movies become a series, such as the James 
Bond series. And, existing outside a specific story timeline usually, does not exclude a film 


from being part of a series. A film that portrays events occurring earlier in a timeline with 
those in another film, but is released after that film, is sometimes called a prequel, an 
example being Butch and Sundance: The Early Days. 
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